I QUESTION OF THE WEEK, WEEK 17-18 (23.4-4.5.2025)
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS: 453

The margin of error is 5 % and thereby the answers are considered to reflect the opinions of the population in Jakobstad.

RESIDENTS’ WAYS TO INFLUENCE

In the Question of the Week the residents were asked: “The municipal elections have recently
been held and the new town council in Jakobstad will meet for the first time on 9 June 2025.

In addition to influencing the decision-making process in the town as an elected councillor,
you can influence in many other ways as a resident of Jakobstad.

How do you influence?

I influence as an elected councillor/I have run for councillor.”

No
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“I voted in the municipal elections 2025.”

NO
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As expected, the town's resident panel are also active voters in the municipal election. A full 91
percent claim to have voted in the 2025 municipal election, which can be compared to the actual
voting percentage in the municipal election, which was 55.9 percent. Additionally, the town's
resident panel includes minors who do not have the right to vote.



Those who answered No, received the follow-up question “Why not?”

| couldn't find a suitable candidate.
| didn't have time.

| forgot.

| don’t care who is elected.

Other reason, what?
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It was only 9 percent (43) of the respondents who did not vote in the municipal election. Of
these, 44 percent (19) stated that they had not found a suitable candidate, while 33 percent (14)
stated another reason. Of the 14 who stated, “Other reason, what?”, 6 were minors.

“I am influencing in one of the following influencing bodies:”

n Percent
Jakobstads adldrerad/Pietarsaaren vanhusneuvosto 6 1,3%
Youth Council 4 0,9%
Radet for personer med funktionsnedsattning/Pietarsaaren 4 0,9%
vammaisneuvosto
The Multicultural Regional Reference Group 0 0,0%
None of the above 441 97,4%

“Right of Initiative (town’s administrative regulations section 145):

The residents of the town as well as associations and foundations operating in the town
have the right to put forward initiatives in matters concerning the municipality’s activities.
Those who use the services have the right to put forward initiatives in matters regarding the
services. An initiative is to be submitted in writing or as a digital document. The initiative
shall specify the subject matter and the name, municipality of residence, and contact
information of the initiator.

I have submitted an initiative to the town of Jakobstad.”
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“I have given feedback to the town.”
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Yes

No
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“In what way?”

| have contacted one of the town’s
officials.

1

| have contacted one of the town’s
elected representatives (politicians).

1

I have given feedback about the town's
street maintenance via the app Virhi.

1

l%iﬂ

I have responded to the Question of the
Week.

| have participated in one of the town's
resident forums (events arranged by the
town, which are open to the public and
where you can ask the town’s officials
guestions).

Something else, what?

N -
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The distribution of the type of feedback given is shown in the table. Those who answered
"Something else, what?" have provided feedback through the feedback option on the town's
website, filled out other surveys (not just the question of the week), written letters to local
newspapers, given feedback via the town's social media channels, etc.



“Iwant to know more about how I can influence in the town.”

Yes
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Those who answered Yes, were forwarded to the following news article on the town's website:

Swedish: https://jakobstad.fi/2025 /04 /veckans-fraga-invanarens-moijligheter-att-paverka

Finnish: https: ietarsaari.fi/2025 /04 /viikon-kysymys-kaupungin-asukkaiden-

vaikuttamismahdollisuudet

NEXT STEP

The news article linked to in the last question is a response to a council motion submitted by
[lmari Heinonen and others regarding "Clarification of the handling of citizen and
community initiatives" and was approved of at the council meeting on March 24, 2025. The
purpose of this survey has also been to inform about the various influence opportunities that

the residents of Jakobstad have.

More information:

Johan Lithén, Development Manager, tel. 044 785 1653, johan.lithen @jakobstad.fi
Milla Kallioinen, Administrative Director, tel. 044 785 1651, milla.kallioinen @jakobstad.fi
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