I QUESTION OF THE WEEK, WEEK 19-20 (7-18.5.2025)

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS: 482

The margin of error is 4 % and thereby the answers are considered to reflect the opinions of the population in Jakobstad.

THE TOWN’S CYCLE PATHS

In the Question of the Week the residents were asked: “Jakobstad is, in regard to its land area,

one of the smallest of all cities and municipalities in Finland, but seen to the population

density of approximately 220 residents per square kilometre we are among the top 15 in the
country. If you also consider that at least half of Jakobstad’s land area is forest, we are in

fact even more densely populated.

The terrain in Jakobstad is very flat (small differences in altitude), which together with the
population density makes the town an excellent place to bike in. Generally speaking you are
able to reach most of the residential areas within 10 minutes (3 km) from the town square.

By biking instead of taking the car, we are promoting not only the climate but also our well-

being regarding better fitness, fresh air, etc. In this survey we would like to know what the

town'’s residents are thinking about the investment in the new cycle paths on

Pedersesplanaden and the future investments on cycle paths in the town.

Do you bike? (even if more seldom)”
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“What do you think about the reconstruction of Pedersesplanaden? (Rate 10-4, where 10 is
best and 4 is worst. You can also comment your answer-.)”

| don't have an opinion
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The most common grade is 8, given by 24.9 percent of the voters. 58 percent give a grade
between 8 and 10, and 23 percent give a grade between 4 and 6.

“Does the reconstruction of Pedersesplanaden contribute to you biking more often than
before?”

Yes

No 78%
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“What do you as a car driver think about the reconstruction of Pedersesplanaden?”
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It became better

It became worse

| don’t drive a car
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Those who answered, “It became worse” were asked the follow-up question “Why?”

Summary of 209 comments: Many feel that the roadway has become too narrow, especially in
winter, which creates problems for motorists, snow removal, and larger vehicles. The
intersections - especially at Radhusgatan and Pedersesplanaden - are described as unclear and
dangerous, with confusion about the right-of-way rules. The parking spaces, especially at the
swimming hall, are considered too cramped and insufficient, which increases the risk of
accidents. Although some appreciate the investment in bike paths, many feel that these are
disproportionately wide in relation to usage and that car traffic has been deprioritized.

“The cycle paths on Pedersesplanaden are one-way paths, you cycle north on the east side
and south on the west side. Do you find it hard to follow the traffic rules?”
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Those who answered “Yes” were asked the follow-up question “Why?”

Summary of 111 comments: Many find one-way bike lanes confusing, impractical, and poorly
signposted - especially since this is new for many and has not been clearly communicated. Many
cyclists do not follow the rules, often out of habit or because it feels unnecessary to cross the
road several times for short distances. There is a widespread desire for two-way bike lanes on
both sides to reduce crossings and increase safety. Several also point out that children, the
elderly, and inexperienced road users have difficulty understanding or following the current
solution.

“In 2025 the town is building a new cycle path on Trddgdrdsgatan between
Pedersesplanaden and Storgatan. The cycle paths on Skutndisgatan are also rebuilt and
improved this year. What do you think should be the next investment on cycle paths in the
town?”

Summary of 286 comments: Residents show a strong desire for a safe bike path to Fdboda, which
is repeated by many and described as a life-threatening route for cyclists. Other prioritized areas
include Radhusgatan, Skolgatan, Storgatan, and routes towards Nykarleby, where both
improvements and new paths are requested. Many emphasize the importance of first
maintaining and repairing existing bike paths. Winter maintenance is also desired to be
prioritized. There is also a desire for better connections through the center and to schools, and
that the cycling infrastructure is planned with both safety and practical use in mind.

“Currently there are really no cycle paths in the town centre and the need of cycle paths
along Storgatan, Radhusgatan, Strengbergsgatan, and Skolgatan is big. Building these cycle
paths often lead to fewer spaces for car parking. Are you willing to give up car parking in
the town centre in order to promote pedestrian and bicycle traffic?”
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“Comment your answer.”

Summary of 120 comments: Resident comments show a clear split in views on reducing car
parking in the town centre in favor of bike lanes, despite 62% answering “Yes” to the question.
Those who oppose the change express strong concern that reduced parking opportunities would
make access to the town centre more difficult, especially for the elderly, people with disabilities,
families with children, and car-borne customers. Many believe that a vibrant town centre
requires easy car access and that trade risks dying out if parking becomes difficult. Several also
believe that bike traffic in Jakobstad is limited and that the current infrastructure already works
well enough. At the same time, there is a smaller but clear group that calls for clearer
prioritization of pedestrian and bike traffic, especially if it is done through well-thought-out
solutions that do not completely exclude car traffic. Some suggest compromises, such as bike
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lanes being seasonal or parking being organized more intelligently rather than reduced. In
summary, the comments show that while there is support for promoting cycling, car accessibility
is a crucial issue for many residents - both practically and emotionally.

“You who bike, would you consider parking your bicycle in underground parking below the
town square, if there was monitored bicycle parking?”

Yes 36%
No 64%
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NEXT STEP

Currently, there is preliminary planning for a cycle path along Strengbergsgatan and Skolgatan,
continuing all the way to Kallbyvagen and the hospital entrance. Cycle paths or other solutions to
promote walking and cycling in the town centre along Storgatan and Radhusgatan are projects
that will be planned in the near future. In continued planning, we will try to consider as much as

possible from the survey responses.

More information:

Frank Bdcksholm, City engineer, tel. 044 785 1998, frank.backsholm@jakobstad.fi
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